
S WE LOOK BACK over our first 20 years, it 
is indeed worth celebrating how far we’ve come. 
What’s more, the future couldn’t be brighter. 
	 Twenty years ago, four visionaries formed the 
Altadena Foothills Conservancy (AFC) in 2000—
Nancy Steele, Astrid Ellersieck, Lori Paul and 
Dianne Walters. They moved quickly to build an 
all-volunteer corps committed to conservation in 
Altadena: They worked wisely, saving three parcels, 
creating a water-wise native plant pocket park, 
making a film on the history of water in Eaton 
Canyon for local schools, all while creating a vibrant 
conservation community. 
	 After ten productive years, they took a breath 
and looked around. AFC made a bold move and 
decided to stretch further (much further, it turns 
out). When Nancy suggested we would still be 
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AFC if we renamed ourselves the Arroyos & 
Foothills Conservancy, we were all in. Expanding 
our vision to include a wider geographical range 
and to work with the movement of wildlife through 
it were the next logical steps.
	 We quickly nailed down two more properties in 
Rubio Canyon. Then we turned to La Crescenta for 
a key piece of wilderness. We could only save it 
with community support, and boy, did we get it—
this group of community conservationists became 
our model Friends group—they are going strong 
in Rubio, Millard and Cottonwood (let us know 
if you would like to become a Friend). And now we 
have a fully restored Rosemont Preserve that 
supports abundant wildlife and programming.
	 Altadena’s Millard Canyon emerged as a major 
wildlife route between the San Gabriel Mountains

continued on page 2
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More and more people with a love of nature are channeling their passion 
and concern for the environment through AFC.

Participation Growth



AFC Tapped to Create Landmark Exhibit
at Descanso Gardens  

We are celebrating AFC’s 20th anniversary throughout 2020 
with a range of exciting offerings, and our centerpiece is a 
three-month exhibition at Descanso Gardens’ Boddy House. 
A committed partner in conservation, Descanso invited us to 
create the first-ever large-scale exhibition about L.A.s wildlife 
in the beautiful historic home of E. Manchester Boddy, founder 
of Descanso Gardens. We can’t wait for you to join us June 8 
through August 23, 2020 to experience “Living in a Wildlife 
Corridor,” an artistic, scientific, and sensory immersion into a 
wildlife corridor and its sights, sounds, feels and fragrances.
	 This exhibit highlights the Hahamongna to Tujunga Wildlife 
Corridor, from its identification to its hoped-for restoration as 
a fully functioning system for wildlife passage between the San 
Gabriel Mountains, San Rafael Hills, Verdugo Mountains and 
Griffith Park.  
	 We are excited to collaborate with outstanding partners, 
including the Natural History Museum, National Park Service, 
Pasadena Audubon Society, San Fernando Valley Audubon 
Society, and Theodore Payne Foundation.  Together, we’re 
creating a virtual experience of the corridor with its wildlife, 
pollinators and plants, and accompanying challenges to restore 
full biodiversity to these urban habitat islands. 
	 You will view the Hahamongna to Tujunga Wildlife Corridor 
through the eyes of a cougar and a Cooper’s hawk. Get down 
on all fours as a cougar being collared in our interactive camera 
trap room; see beautiful artistic interpretations of wildlife in the 
corridor; and return home ready to plant a butterfly garden. All 
the while, you’ll be surrounded by stunning photos by expert 
wildlife tracker-photographers Denis Callet, Roy Dunn, Robert 
Martinez, Miguel Ordenana, Dan Potter, and Johanna Turner.
 	 You will finish the tour by learning how we intend to tackle 
some of the most challenging sections of corridor for wildlife 
passage, and what success can look like. Don’t miss it! 

MEET RACHEL-ANN
AFC Intern and Camera Trap Prodigy

I have always loved wildlife. At the age of 10 I discovered 
camera trapping in a class at the LA Natural History Museum. 
I felt like a spy! I could see animals that come out when nobody 
is around. So, I asked for my own camera for my birthday. 
I started photographing in my backyard, then my neighbor’s 
yard, then I met other camera trappers and now am learning to 
capture wildlife in our local mountains. I hope my snapshots 
of these animals’ hidden lives inspire us to better understand 
and protect our local wildlife.

   “	When I first looked at a camera trap photo I could see 
	 the eyes of a bobcat, like I was looking straight into her soul. 
	 I felt the urge to protect her.”

	 Rachel-Ann Arias

Michael Yen (top center) whose Eagle Scout project volunteers 
installed a bridge on the Rail Trail in AFC’s Rubio Canyon Preserve 
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AFC interns Rory Xanders and Lauren Eby-Mckenzie removing 
non-native castor bean at Millard Canyon.

Tim Martinez at Biocitizen Day in Millard Canyon.

Continued from page 1
and Hahamongna Watershed Park, which is why the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife agreed to help buy it with 
your support! Understanding how wildlife moves through our 
wild and urban landscapes added a new dimension to our 
conservation work.
	 The lesson from Millard came back full force with our 
next opportunity. More good fortune and your generosity 
brought us the real game changer: Cottonwood Canyon. This 
linchpin brings the San Rafael Hills and Verdugo Mountains 
into play. Wildlife can fully reclaim these urban ranges if only 
we can link them with the San Gabriels.
	 Now we are committed to preserving wildlife corridors. 
Our original devotion to the Altadena foothills must, of 
necessity, include the larger project of connecting wild spaces 
with safe passage between them. Connecting these habitat 
islands is our grand vision: an ecosystem with wildlife passing 
freely to forage, find unrelated mates, and rear their young, 
slipping safely around, between, and through the wild spaces
 in our midst. 
	 As we celebrate our 20th anniversary we also celebrate our 
renewed vision for the future: Nikita, P-22 and all our wildlife 
free to roam through a richly bio-diverse natural habitat 
system. We could not have reached this point without you, 
and we know for sure that you will be ever-more essential as 
we work toward making our dream a reality. 
	 Thanks for being part of AFC—a fellow traveler on our 
journey. 

2020 is John Howell’s tenth year as CEO.

afc finances fye 2019

sources of income	     $ 411,988

p	 Foundation/Corporate Grants	 55.29% 
p	 Individual Donors	 32.32% 
p	 Foothills Society	 11.99%
p	 Other Income	 0.40% 

uses of income	 $ 344,616

p	 Program	 59.66% 
p	 Land Acquisition	 21.67%
p	 Fundraising	 10.41%
p	 Management/General	 8.26%



thank you, donors!
Fiscal year July 1, 2018–June 30, 2019 

These contributors made donations in 
the fiscal year to support our mission 
			 
Arroyos Donors 
($1,000–$100,000)

$100,000+
Helen & Will Webster Foundation

$25,000-$50,000
Michael J. Connell Foundation
Gordon Crawford
Pasadena Community Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous	
SahanDaywi Foundation 

$5,000-$9,999
Heather & Paul Haaga
Don Hall
Carolyn & Bruce Hancock
Polytechnic School
Lauren & Jamie Stephens

$2,500-$4,999
Lisa Ashworth
Nancy and David Grant
Scarlett Hibner	
Cameron Hotchkis
Remington Hotchkis
Desiree & Paul Rabinov

$1,000-$2,499
Chet & David Barclay, Claire & Bill 
Bogaard, Cygnet Foundation, Diggers 
Garden Club, Ken Farley, First Pacific 
Advisors, Olivia Garfield & Michael 
Newkirk, Linda & Stephen Gill, Joanne 
& Ethan Lipsig, Lorraine Munsey, Mary 
Osterling, Pasadena Garden Club, Fred 
Schwarzenbach, Sharon Scull, Allison 
& Lake Setzler, Kathy & Jeff Vlaming, 
Callae Walcott-Rounds & Ed Rounds, 
Michael Yen

bequests: Did you know that 
you can leave/create a legacy 
commemorating your com-
mitment to conservation? By 
making a gift through your 
estate, or by naming AFC as a 
beneficiary of your retirement 
or insurance plan, you can 
ensure that our work of pro-
tecting and stewarding wild 
lands will continue. To learn 
more, visit our website or 
contact your estate planning 
professional.

foothills society
Foothills Society members support AFC with 3-year pledges. 
Fiscal year July 1, 2018–June 30, 2019

Canyon Live Oak ($5,000 per year)
Don Hall
Sally & John Howell 
Katie & Chris Poole

Bay Laurel ($2,500 per year) 
Jennifer & Matt DeVoll

Engelmann Oak ($1,000 per year)
Sara & George Abdo
Gwen & Guil Babcock
Laurie Barlow
Carole Brady
Sandy Gillis & Tom Gammill
Carolyn & Bruce Hancock
Judy & Fred Hoeptner
Kelly Kimball
Sharon Laubach & Andrew Mishkin
Joanne & Ethan Lipsig
Jim McManus
Lisa Richter & Howard Newman
Fred Schwarzenbach
Colleen & Luke Welsh
Eileen & Michael Williamson
Linda Zinn

Coast Live Oak ($500 per year)
Mary Lea & Bill Carroll; Suzanne & 
Walter Cochran-Bond; Sharon & Pat 
Crandall; Dave Doody; Judy & Stan 
Farrar; Linda & Stephen Gill; Jane 
Herrmann; Christine Hessler; Ninarose 
Mayer; Heidrun Mumper-Drumm 
& Rick Drumm; Andrea Rawlings & 
E.J. Remson; Jody & Jon Stefansson; 
Jeannie & Marc Stirdivant; Lois Tandy; 
Betsey Tyler; Linda & Bob Winters

California Sycamore ($250 per year)
Bob Berger; Susan Bleecker & Michael 
Roffina; Nancy & Joe Carlson; Ruth & 
Richard Goldstein; Margie & Paul Gross-
man; Melinda Howell & Steve Cole; Carol 
Liu & Mike Peevey; Thomas & Joy Majich; 
Bill Meurer; Nairi Megrabian; Karen & 
Charles Nearburg; Joanne Sakamoto 
& Gary Lieskovsky; Sharon Scull; Laura 
& Gavin Solomon; Edwina Travis-Chin 
& Robert Miller; Lynn & Donald Voss; 
Joanne & Tim Wendler; Cindy & Bill 
Wenzlau

Foothills Donors ($10 – $999)
Margaret Adachi; Larry Allen; Brownie 
& Robert Allen; Tracey Alsobrook; 
Marcia Anawalt; Barbara Ansell; Pam 
Aschbacher; Linda & Michael Babcock; 
Randall & Coriena Baer; Marylyn & 
Tracy Barnes Miller; Sally Barngrove & 
Tom Gertmenian; Lisa & Michael Baum; 
Nancy Baxter; Pat & David Beggs; Arlene 
Bennett; Edwina Berg; Dawna & Rick 
Berger; Bob Berger; Delores & William 
Bing; Kayli Blundell; Susan & Jeffrey Bolan; 
Mary & Graham Bothwell; Helena & Ross 
Bowman; Jane Brackman & Rod Holcomb; 
Tom Brady; Chris & Geoff Bremer; Karen 
& Harry Brumer; Antoinette & Robert 
Buckner; Tania & Michael Cahill; John 
Callas; John Campbell; Janet Capanna; 
Maureen & Robert Carlson; Joseph Chard; 
Michel Choban; Barbara Christopher; 
Gerald Cichlar & William Peer; Julia 
Collins; Cathi & Chris Considine; Maria 
Cousineau; Sue Dadd & James Griffith; 
Dean Day; Jennifer del Castillo; Jennifer 
& Matt DeVoll; Denise Dorgan & Rich 
Diephuis; Cara Mia DiMassa & Shawn 
Nelson; Pam & Wilbur Dong; Dave 
Doody; Hilary & Steve Dorsey; Monica 
Dybalski Stathatos; Pamela & Michael 
Edwards; Bethany Ehlmann; Barbara 
& Jim Eisenstein; Janice Elliott; Julie & 
James Evans; Judy & George Faeustle; 
Doug Farr; Debbie & Glenn Ferris; Janet 
Forman; Mie & Steve Frautschi; Janice & 
Steve Freeland; Cynthia Gasparri-Lusnia; 
Gail Getty; Carol Gibson; Susan & Frank 
Gilliland; Sandy Gillis & Tom Gammill; 
Pennie & Dino Gioia; Kaleb Gleason; Ruth 
& Richard Goldstein; Janet & Paul Gordon; 
Spencer Gordon; Chuck Hains; Anna & 
Allan Haldeman; Bruce Hale; Sharon 
Hardy; Lisa & Bob Harrison; Katherine 
& Lewis Hashimoto; Debbie Heap; Jane 
Herrmann; Bonny Hidas; Judy & Fred 
Hoeptner; Sylvia & Patrick Holmes; Cindy 
Horita; Susie & Mark Horn; Barbara 
Hribar; Missy & Paul Jennings; Dorothy 
Juett; Goli Karimi; Joanna Kenney; 

community groups
Michael J. Connell Foundation
Cygnet Foundation
Diggers Garden Club
Pasadena Community Foundation
Pasadena Garden Club
Polytechnic School
SahanDaywi Foundation
Throop Unitarian Universalist
Helen & Will Webster Foundation

event underwriters
Craftsman Brewing Co.
Descanso Gardens 

employee matches 
Andeavor
Bank of America
First Pacific Advisors
The Walt Disney Company
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.Virginia & John Kimball; Marla Knutsen & 
David Datz; Vicky & Benny Ko; Mary Ellen 
Kramer & Peter Eisenhardt; Debi & Scott 
Kroman; Maria & Frank LaCasella; Dana 
Lamphear; Chris Leclerc; Ruth Lee & 
Jeremy Jones; Lisa & David Lewis; Jay 
Lieske; Paulette & Kurt Liewer; Daniel 
Limonadi; Leslie Lowes; Carol & Al 
Magee; Barbara & Willie Mao; Mary 
Marasco; Dolores & Harvey Marsh; 
Marilee Marshall & Bruce Wright; Alison 
McAlpine; Karen & Peter McAulay; Carlin 
& David McCarthy; Susan McClymonds; 
Carol & Bob McCrary; Beverly & Larry 
McReynolds; Roberta Medford; Winkee 
Melton; Lori Miller; Emily Montague; 
Penny Moynihan; Janice & Timothy 
Munson; Barbara Nielsen & Bill Bell; Janet 
Nippell; Kendra Nitta; Cynthia Null; Mimi 
Paller; Susan & George Parker; Juana 
Pearce; Susan & John Pearson; Celinda 
Pearson; Cody Pierce; Elizabeth Pomeroy; 
David Popenoe; Eleanor Pott; Sarah Pratt; 
Shannon & John Quinn; Martin Ratliff; 
Rhonda Raulston & Peter Chrimes; Carol 
Raymond; Mary Beth & David Redding; 
Susana Reyes; Julie  & Jim Richards; 
Elizabeth Richardson; Marianna Rivinus; 
Marsha Rood; Dick Sailors; Marlene 
Samaniego; Peter Schade; Leonard 
Schaustal; Lorraine & Lonnie Schield; 
Marsha Shaftel; Nayan Shah & Ken Foster; 
Elizabeth Short & Michael Friedman; 
Tamara & Michael Silver; Susan Sironi; 
Elizabeth & Luther Skaar; Brenna Snider; 
Laura & Gavin Solomon; Specstacular 
Fine Eyewear; Janet Sporleder; Rody 
Stephenson; Mark Stevens; Jaynie & 
Woody Studenmund; Melanie Symonds & 
Michael Gurnis; Lynne Taciak; Lois Tandy; 
Sharon Thompson; Devin Thor; Edwina 
Travis-Chin & Robert Miller; Betsey Tyler; 
Audrey Vaughan; Vandana Verma & 
Stephen Kuhn; Sue & Seth Walworth; 
Lisa & Bruce Wasson; Sharon & William 
Weisman; Barret & Virginia Wetherby; 
Derek Whitefield & Gary Dahle; James 
Williams; Judy & Randy Wilson; Phoebe 
& Larry Wilson; Phillip Wolf; Warren 
Wolfswinkel; Judy & Bill Woodmancy; 
Lillian Woods; Roya Yasharpour; Yvonne 
Younger; Mary Yui & Jeff Longmate; Linda 
Zinn; Valerie Zografos

www.arroyosfoothills.org

Toyon ($100 per year)
Joan & Andreas Aebi; Larry Allen; Nancy 
Baxter; Sally Beer; Kathryn Bikle & Daniel 
Weitekamp; Tom Brady; Karen & Harry 
Brumer; Tania & Michael Cahill; Jane & 
Bruce Campbell; Carol & Dean Currie; 
Bronwyn Dawson; Lynn & Avery Drewe; 
Mary & Gilberto d’Urso; Claudia & Doug 
Forbes; Brooke & Edward Garlock; Gail 
Getty; Ruth & Richard Goldstein; Chuck 
Hains; Lyle Hatridge; Marilynn & Jim Hil-
debrandt; Karen Holgerson; Diane Hong; 
Sean Howell; Katie & Jim Ipekjian; Joan 
Kaplan & Rex Mayreis; Roger Klemm; Art 
Krieger; Caroline & Todd Kunioka; John 
Labella; Dana Lamphear; Jeanne & Patrick 
Lejeune; Kathleen Linowski; Jan & Mickey 
Long; Joan Maguire; Marilee Marshall & 
Bruce Wright; Alison McAlpine; Karin & 
Herb Meiselman; Sue Mossman; Gregg 
Oelker; Eleanor Pott; Mike Reibel; Dorothy 
Scully; Frank Simpson; Susan Sironi; Carla 
Slepak & Gary Day; Marie & John Slonski; 
Peggy Stewart; Marianne & John Thomp-
son; Devin Thor; Ian White Thomson; 
Marilynne & Roger Wilander; Michele 
Zack & Mark Goldschmidt
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