
great things are done 
when men and mountains meet. 
— william blake
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thanks to our 
donors in 2010-11
We accomplished more in the last fiscal year than 
we ever have before. We couldn’t have done it without 
the generous support of government agencies, 
businesses, and members of the community. Thanks 
to all who gave.

land acquisition partners
The following people and agencies worked with AFC 
to acquire 41 acres in Rubio Canyon. 

	 Audubon California
	 California Department of Fish and Game
	 California Wildlife Conservation Board
	 L.A. County Supervisor Michael Antonovich
	 Mountains Recreation and Conservation Authority
	 Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy

community partners
The following businesses and community groups 
worked with AFC to preserve Rubio Canyon, restore 
habitat, and establish new programs.

	 California Conservation Corps
	 Diggers Garden Club
	 Eaton Canyon Nature Center Associates
	 Los Angeles Conservation Corps
	 Pasadena Audubon Society
	 Patagonia Pasadena
	 REI
	 Southern California Edison

special thanks
	 State Assemblyman Anthony Portantino
	 State Senator Carol Liu
	 U.S. Representative Adam Schiff

afc accomplishments
The Arroyos & Foothills Conservancy has made major 
strides in the past year. Here’s a brief overview of what 
we accomplished, with your help:

i	 Finished a project to preserve 41 acres of open 
	 space land in Altadena’s Rubio Canyon;
i	 Initiated a management plan and biological survey 

for Rubio Canyon;
i	 Launched a three-year trail restoration program in 

Rubio Canyon;
i	 Launched a program to restore habitat in Rubio 
	 Canyon;
i	 Expanded our docent-led hike program to lead 
	 about 20 hikes per year;
i	 Launched an education project with Polytechnic 

School;
i	 Hosted about 150 people for a celebration with 

docent hikes in Rubio Canyon.

afc finances, 2010-11

2010–11

contributions

p	 Government	 $792,000

p	 Individuals	 $79,309

p	 Corporations	 $52,500

	 Total	 $926,309

expenses

p	 Land Acquisition	 $835,801

p	 Programs	 $29,632

p	 Management	 $29,291

p	 Fundraising	 $9,607

	 Total	 $904,331



donors
The community members 
listed below provided the sup-
port that kept AFC going. They 
also gave generously to the 
project to save Rubio Canyon.

Emily and Zachary Abbott
Dan Abendschein
Brownie and Robert Allen
Larry W. Allen
Tracey Alsobrook
Altadena Community Chest
American Trust Escrow
Nancy Anderson
Anonymous
Barbara Ansell
Marshall and Paul Ayers
Debbie Baird
Barbara Ballinger and Peter Tarbox
Kristina Barkume
Mary Barrie and Ted Stork
Nancy Baxter
Sally Beer
Priscilla and Richard Benson
Liz Blackwelder
Steve Blackwell
Claire and Bill Bogaard
Carole and Jack Brady
Tom Brady
Lee Brainerd and Ned Racine
Delores and Don Bremner
Joseph Bricio
Frederika and Norman Brooks
Karen and Harry Brumer
Mahvash and Matthew Bryant
Antoinette and Robert Buckner
Deborah Burnett
Edichi and Lou Byerly
Candice Byers
Janet Capanna
Sara Carnahan
Carolyn Ingram Seitz & Assoc.
John Chambless
Robert Chave
Gerald Cichlar and William Peer
Suzanne and Walter Cochran-Bond
Cathi and Chris Considine
Mary Copperud
William Cox
Brendan Crill
Ron Cyger
Bronwyn Dawson 
Wiep de Vries
Pam and Wilbur Dong
Alexandra Dorozhkina
Marguerite Duncan-Abrams and 

Michael Abrams
Duane Ebbert
Annmarie Eldering
Heinz Ellersieck
Martha Erdman
Joan and Matthew Evans
Marsha Fowler
Mie and Steve Frautschi
Susan Futterman and Arnold Siegel
Sid Gally
Lisa Garland and David Lewis
Laura and Jim Garrett
Cynthia Gasparri-Lusnia and 

Joseph Lusnia
Frank and Susan Gilliland

Terry Ginsberg
Janet and Paul Gordon
Wendy Gordon and 
	 Michael Gottlieb
Lisa Groening and Craig Bartlett
Chuck Hains
Christina Halstead
Melanie and John Hamilton
Carolyn and Bruce Hancock
Lisa and Bob Harrison
Julia and Lewis Hastings
Lyle Hatridge
Akiko Hayashi
Debbie Heap
Katie and William Henley
Ginny and Jim Heringer
Jennifer Herstein
Karen Holgerson
Ann Holland and John Hall
Sue and Mark Horn
Melinda Howell and Steve Cole
Sally and John Howell
Sean Howell
Monica and Thomas Hubbard
Walter Hubert and Mark Saltzman
Michelle Huneven and Jim Potter
Mark Hunter
Richard Johnson
Rosa Johnson and 
	 Rosemarie Wallack
Laura Johnson-Beal and 
	 Richard Beal 
Joan Kaplan and Rex Mayreis
Kim Kenne and Richard Webster
William Kerthof
Gloria Kilian
Tracy King and Rex Myers
Bob Kneisel
Vicky and Benny Ko
James Kohel
Charles Kohlhase
Mary Ellen Kramer and 
	 Peter Eisenhardt
Marietta Kruells
Sharon Laubach and 
	 Andrew Mishkin
Philip Lefcourt
Jeanne and Patrick Lejuene
Jan and Michael Long
Elaine MacPherson
Mary Jane and Robert Macy
Steve Maloney
Mary Marasco
Mitch Marich
Michelle Markman and 
	 Joseph Futerman
Carole Marra
Karen Mateer
Dorothy and John Matthiessen
Ninarose Mayer
Beverly Mc Kenzie
Karen and Peter McAulay
Leslie McClure
Robert Meade
Karin and Herb Meiselman
Bill Meurer
Cara and Kenneth Meyer
Robyn and Joseph Miller
Brenda and Mario Miralles
Emily Montague
Marilyn Morgan
Sue Mossman
Steven Munizich
Mary Lois Nevins
Jean O’Hagan

Diane O’Toole
Gregg Oelker
Nami and Kirk Olgin
Lori Paul and Robert Staehle
Betty Peterson
Dianne Philibosian and 
	 Thomas Seifert
Elizabeth Pomeroy
Sarah Pratt
Pat and David Pritchard
Desiree and Paul Rabinov 
Andrea Rawlings and E.J. Remson
Elizabeth Richardson 
Marianna Rivinus
Carla Robbins
Pamela Rogers
Helen Salandra 
Lisa and Hugh Savage
Leonard Schaustal
Joshua Schwartz
Scott Siegal
Denise Sinnott
Carla Slepak and Gary Day
Marie and John Slonski
Beth Spiegel
Janet Sporleder
Gunnar Spreen

Stanford Club of Pasadena
Monica Dybalski Stathatos
Nancy and Bruce Steele
Peggy and Bruce Stewart
Jeanette and Marc Stirdivant
Melanie Symonds and 
	 Michael Gurnis
Jane and Todd Szabo
Tom Sawyer Camps, Inc.
Edwina Travis-Chin and 
	 Robert Travis
June Traweek
Veronique Tschopp
Neal Turner
Betsey and Sidney Tyler
Tracy and Kevn Van Houten
Audrey Vaughan
Joel Villalon
Kathy and Jeff Vlaming
Callae Walcott-Rounds and 
	 Ed Rounds
Roger Weingaertner
Joanne and Timothy Wendler
Phillip Wolf
Grace Wong 
Michele Zack and Mark Goldschmidt
Linda Zinn

foothills society members
Foothills Society members form the backbone of AFC, 
making five-year pledges.

Legacy Members
Sameer Etman
Ninarose Mayer

Engelmann Oak Members
Carole and Jack Brady
Sally and John Howell 
Nancy and Bruce Steele
Betsey and Sidney Tyler
Linda Zinn

Coast Live Oak Members
Bill Meurer
Sharon Laubach and 
	 Andrew Mishkin
Pamela Rogers
Jeanette and Marc Stirdivant

California Sycamore Members
Mary Barrie and Ted Stork
Brendan Crill
Laura and Jim Garrett
Michelle Huneven and Jim Potter
Vicky and Benny Ko
Dorothy and John Matthiessen
Ninarose Mayer
Kennon Miedema
Andrea Rawlings and E.J. Remson
Lois Tandy
Joanne and Timothy Wendler

Toyon Members
Joan Aarestad and J. David Oswalt 
Jane and Tom Apostol 
Marshall and Paul Ayers 
Tom Brady 
Pam Brockie 
Edichi and Lou Byerly 
William and Barbara Christopher

Mary Copperud 
Mary Cross and Lawren Markle 
Bronwyn Dawson 
Jennifer and Matthew DeVoll 
Annmarie Eldering 
Merrilee Fellows 
Jocelyn and Peter Fernandes 
Marsha Fowler 
Anita Fromholz 
S.M. ‘Mic’ Hansen 
Lyle Hatridge 
Ginny and Jim Heringer 
Jennifer Herstein 
Betty Ho 
Katie and Jim Ipekjian 
Rosa Johnson and 
	 Rosemarie Wallack 
Mary Ellen Kramer and 
	 Peter Eisenhardt 
Jeanne and Patrick Lejuene 
Dorothy Lindsey 
Johnetta and Eric MacCalla 
Michelle Markman and 
	 Joseph Futerman 
Meredith McKenzie 
Karin and Herb Meiselman 
Suzanne Mitus-Uribe and 
	 Carlos Vicente-Uribe 
Sue Mossman 
Gregg Oelker 
Desiree and Paul Rabinov
Lori Paul and Robert Staehle 
Carla Slepak and Gary Day 
Marie and John Slonski 
Peggy and Bruce Stewart 
Tom Sawyer Camps, Inc.

Make Your Own
Dianne Philibosian and Tom Seifert



The Arroyos & Foothills Conservancy had a banner year in 2010-11, completing an $800,000 project to save historic Rubio Canyon from 
development. But our work is far from over; in fact, it’s just begun.  Below is an overview of the projects we’re undertaking in the canyon.

connecting land and people in rubio canyon

keep up with afc
Return the enclosed envelope with your e-mail address if you’d like to 
hear about docent-led hikes, land acquisition opportunities, celebrations, 
and other AFC goings-on throughout the year. Or simply send an email 
to seanhowell@arroyosfoothills.org, with the subject line: Join.

AFC
Trail Restoration
Most of the five miles of historic trails that 
cross Rubio Canyon were overgrown and 
only marginally suitable for hikers when 
AFC acquired the land in the spring. 
Only one trail was open to the public, 
with a trailhead you wouldn’t be able to 
find unless you knew it was there.
	 Since then, AFC has initiated a three-
year project to restore suitable trails, open 
a new trailhead that will give the public 
easier access to the land, and connect the 
Altadena Crest Trail across the so-called 
“Rubio Gap.” Southern California Edison 
and the Pasadena Audubon Society have 
made grants to complete the work, with 
the labor carried out by all-volunteer crews 
led by trail supervisor Paul Ayers.
	 Opening the rest of Rubio Canyon to 
the public will give local hikers another 
option for a day hike, in addition to the 
popular Altadena trails at Eaton Canyon, 
Lake Avenue and Millard Canyon. AFC is 
designing the trails to minimize the impact 
on the canyon’s habitat and wildlife.

Habitat Restoration
Over the years, aggressive species of 
invasive plants have crept into Rubio 
Canyon, choking out native flora in many 
places. AFC is working to root out the 
invasives and restore the canyon’s native 
habitat with an approach developed 
in consultation with biologists Mickey 
Long and Thomas Juhasz.
	 With the help of the California Conser-
vation Corps and Los Angeles Conserva-
tion Corps, AFC is working to eradicate 
stands of Euphorbia dendroides, a fast-
spreading invasive. We’ve also launched a 
volunteer habitat restoration program with 
REI, with volunteers removing fountain 
grass and other invasive species.  36 REI 
volunteers joined us on National Trails Day 
this spring to restore trails and habitat.
	 Once invasives are eradicated, we’ll 
plant native seedlings germinated from 
our property by eighth grade students at 
Polytechnic School, with training provided 
by the Theodore Payne Foundation for 
Wildflowers & Native Plants.

Education
AFC’s docents are leading 11 hikes this 
fall. Each hike focuses on a specific topic; 
this fall’s hikes have covered railroad his-
tory, local history, plant life, geology, birds, 
trail-building and railroad mechanics. 
Hikers have visited historic sites along the 
Mount Lowe Railway, looked for artifacts 
high on Rubio’s east ridge, and cooled off 
at waterfalls deep in the canyon. We’ll also 
have a full schedule of hikes in the spring. 
Return the enclosed envelope with your 
email address for updates on future hikes.
	 In addition to leading hikes, AFC is 
also running education programs for local 
school children. A group of Polytechnic 
School students will spend a few hours per 
week in the canyon for the entire school 
year, germinating and planting native seed-
lings in collaboration with the Theodore 
Payne Foundation for Wildflowers & Native 
Plants. And AFC is developing a separate 
education program that will allow students 
to monitor life in the canyon through 
hands-on experience and technological 
means, including video cameras to capture 
wildlife activity.


