
the rosemont 
preserve was 
my favorite field 
trip last year and 
i could see that 
my students got 
a lot out of it. 
i love connecting 
our classroom 
learning to real 
life applications!
ms. harter, 
2nd Grade Teacher
Mann Elementary School

arroyos & foothills conservancy
2 0 1 3  a n n u a l  r e p o r t
	        his has been a busy and productive year for the Conservancy. 
	        In addition to continuing our efforts to acquire critical new proper-
ties, we increased our focus on stewardship and programming. These 
activities broaden the conservation community around AFC, increasing 
the relevance of our mission.

We accomplished a great deal at each of our properties this year:

(1)		 Eagle scout candidates completed their projects at Rosemont 
	  	 Preserve and Rubio Canyon.
(2) 	Outward Bound and the City of Pasadena brought 16 Muir students to Millard Canyon 

where they volunteered 950 hours for invasive plant removal and habitat restoration.
(3) 	La Crescenta community volunteers formed the Friends of the Rosemont Preserve and 

coordinated over 1,000 volunteer hours, including docent-led hikes like this one.
(4) 	We were fortunate to have excellent docent volunteers leading over 30 hikes on our 

properties.
(5) 	Trail building and repair continued on our Rubio Canyon property.
(6) 	Girl scouts harvested seeds as part of the Los Angeles County reforestation initiative.

AFC received financial support from major environmental organizations serving the 
communities in and around our foothills in the 2013 fiscal year, and we continued to 
expand our donor base as we have done in prior years. 
		
AFC continues to raise its ambitions to preserve land to connect important corridors that 
allow wildlife to roam and flourish on the periphery of the San Gabriel Valley. In May we 
entered negotiations to purchase Cottonwood Canyon, an 11 acre parcel in the San Rafael 
hills west of Linda Vista. The property has an intriguing history. Its treasure is a natural 
spring, and the property links the Hahamongna watershed to over over 2,400 acres of 
natural open space in the San Rafael hills. This remarkable parcel will be the focus of a 
major fund raising effort to save it as we go into 2014. 
		
Southern California’s population will grow by 8 million to a total of 31 million by 2060. 
There has never been a more important time to preserve our last precious open spaces 
from development. 
		
AFC thanks our devoted volunteers, donors, and friends, and welcomes newcomers to the 
fold. It is up to all of us to preserve our wild and open places for future generations!

Matthew DeVoll, AFC President 
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major grantors
California Department 
	 of Fish and Game
Santa Monica Mountains 

Conservancy
Wildlife Conservation Board

major donors
Michelle & Aaron Corbett
Helen and Wilton Webster 

Foundation
Ninarose Mayer
Betsey & Sid Tyler

community groups
Altadena Heritage
Arroyo Seco Foundation
Diggers Garden Club
Eaton Canyon Nature Center 

Associates
Pasadena Audubon Society
Pasadena Beautiful Foundation
Pasadena Community 
	 Foundation
Pasadena Garden Club
Pasadena Group of the 
	 Sierra Club
San Gabriel Mountains 
	 Chapter of the California 

Native Plant Society

millarders
The donors listed below gave 
$500 or more to help save lower 
Millard Canyon.

Emily and Zachary Abbott

Kara Bjornlie and Christopher 
Rackard

Claire and Bill Bogaard

Carole and Jack Brady

Jennifer and Matthew DeVoll

Dave Doody

Pamela and Michael Edwards

Jeremy Friesner

Katherine and Robert Gillespie

Jane Herrmann

Nancy Johnson

Vicky and Benny Ko

Bill Meurer

Cynthia Parenti

Eleanor Pott

Fred Schwarzenbach

Nancy and Bruce Steele

Peggy Stewart

Lois Tandy

Robert Thurstans

Lisa Walker

Robert Walp

Cindy and Bill Wenzlau

Erik Winfree

Linda Zinn

donors 
The donors listed below gave $1-$499
to help save lower Millard Canyon.

Shannon Acedo, Pamela Allen 
and Terry Ginsberg, Jane and Tom 
Apostol, Shari and Nils Asplund, 
Annabelle Aylmer, Debbie Baird, 
Laurie Barlow, Mary Barrie and 
Ted Stork, Judy and Steve Bass, 
Sally Beer, Arlene Bennett, Priscilla 
and Richard Benson, Toni Bird, Liz 
Blackwelder, Margaret Bradbury, 
Carole and Jim Bradley, Delores and 
Don Bremner, Joseph Bricio, Holger 
Brix, Antoinette and Robert Buckner, 
Greg Buhl, Mary Cardenas, Janet 
Castro, John Chambless, Michel 
Choban, Barbara and William Chris-
topher, Gerald Cichlar and William 
Peer, Carolyn and Stuart Clark, 
Wendy Cobleigh, Suzanne and 
Walter Cochran-Bond, Julia Collins, 
Ellen Conley, Mary Copperud, Pat 
Corcoran, Dana Coyle, Sharon and 
Pat Crandall, Ted Crovello, Wendy 
Crowley, Ron Cyger, David Datz, 
Andrea Davis-Griffin, Bronwyn 
Dawson, Amish Desai, Pam and 
Wilbur Dong, Denise Dorgan and 
Richard Diephuis, Celine Dove, 
Chris Doyle, Michael Duran, Bar-
bara and Jim Eisenstein, Annmarie 
Eldering, Jill and Denis Elliott, 
Barbara and Richard Ellis, Katherine 
Ellis and Alfred Schoepke, Joan 
Evans, Michael Evans, Joan and 
John Fauvre, Marsha Fowler, Janice 
and Steve Freeland, Marnie Gaede, 
Sid Gally, Susan and Frank Gilliland, 
Elizabeth and Kevin Gin, Shirley 
and Elliot Gold, Ruth and Richard 
Goldstein, Traude Gomez, Diana 
Gonzalez and Ted Moore, Janet and 
Paul Gordon, David Grant, Sean 
Green, Michael Griffiths, Christina 
Halstead, Melanie and John Ham-
ilton, Akiko Hayashi, Paul Hayes, 
Debbie Heap, Ross Heckmann, 
Katie and William Henley, Ginny 
and Jim Heringer, Jennifer Herstein, 
Robert Hess, Bonnie Hidas, Mari-
lynn and Jim Hildebrandt, Karen 
Holgerson, Melinda Howell and 
Steve Cole, Monica and Thomas 
Hubbard, Walter Hubert and Mark 
Saltzman, Michelle Huneven and 
Jim Potter, Frana Hurley, Katie and 
Jim Ipekjian, Karen Jain, Julie Jako-
boski, Rosa Johnson and Rosemarie 
Wallack, Fariba Kakroudi, Joan 
Kaplan and Rex Mayreis, Laurence 
Kaplan, Marilynne Kennedy, Charles 
Kohlhase, Sharon Laubach and 
Andrew Mishkin, Chris Leclerc, 
Jeanne and Patrick Lejuene, Lisa 

afc saves millard canyon…
Working with the local community, AFC preserved 
13 acres in lower Millard Canyon, helping secure 
a wildlife corridor between Hahamongna Water-
shed Park and the Angeles National Forest.

www.arroyosfoothills.org/millard

and David Lewis, Ilona Linden, Jan 
and Mickey Long, Barbara and John 
Madden, Greta and Peter Man-
dell, Mitch Marich, Claire Marie-
Peterson, Doreen and Peter Mason, 
Karen Mateer, Stacy Matseas, Dale 
Matsuda, Meredith McKenzie, Gabi 
and Cliff McLean, Robert Meade, 
Richard Meadors, Kennon Miedema 
and Julie Reiz, Beth Miles, Gloria 
Mills, Brenda and Mario Miralles, 
Emily Montague, Laura Monteros, 
Marilyn Morgan, Steven Munizich, 
Lorraine and Ron Munsey, Mary 
Lois Nevins, Kendra Nitta, January 
Nordman, Laura Norris and Darius 
Raulinaitis, Marian and Thomas 
O’Donnell, Jean O’Hagan, Gregg 
Oelker, Nami and Kirk Olgin, Sharon 
and Steven Oliver, Christina Olsen, 
Jack Orswell, Wanda Ostermann 
and Peter Lucey, Tom Owens, Ran-
dal Parker, Susan and George Parker, 
Audrey Parmiter, Antoinette Perry, 
Dianne Philibosian and Thomas 
Seifert, Elizabeth Pomeroy, David 
Popenoe, Nicole Possert , Nancy 
Power, Paula Rao, Andrea Rawlings 
and E.J. Remson, Carol Raymond, 
Kathie Reilly, Liesel Reinhart and 
Steve Seagle, Gloria Reynolds, Eliza-
beth Richardson, Betty and Tommy 
Rickords, Shirley and Mike Riherd, 
Melinda and Donn Risolo, Diane 
and William Robinson, Bertha and 
Jesus Rodriguez, Pamela Rogers, 
Alice Russell, Lisa and Hugh Savage, 
Peter Schade, Carla Schamet and 
Jason Celek, Leonard Schaustal, 
Lorraine and Lonnie Schield, Alfred 
Schoepke, Joshua Schwartz, Laura 
Scott Sellers, Carolyn Seitz, Nevet 
Seloc, Donna Sider, Scott Siegal, 
Arnold Siegel, Michael Simpson, 
Susan Sironi, Carla Slepak and Gary 
Day, Steve Slobin, Maryrose Smyth, 
Brenna Snider, Paula and Timothy 
Snyder, Jean Soule, Jon Stefansson, 
George Stevens, Kathy Sturdevant, 
Deborah Swanson Patrick, Jane and 
Todd Szabo, Greg Telle and Hoorik 
Davoudian-Telle, Jesse Telles, John 
Thompson, Elaine Tietjen, Edwina 
Travis-Chin and Robert Miller, Wil-
liam Trousdale, Elizabeth Trueblood, 
Neal Turner, Tracy and Kevn Van 
Houten, Tierra Verde, Lynn and 
Donald Voss, Amy Walden, Mary 
Walp, Mika Walton, Roger Wein-
gaertner, Dierdre Weinstein, Joseph 
White, Elizabeth Wilcox, Felicia 
Williams, Robin Williams, Ross 
Williamson, Phoebe and Lawrence 
Wilson, Bruce Wright, Carol and 
Gerald Wuenschell, Mary Yui, Mi-
chele Zack and Mark Goldschmidt, 
John Ziemer

millard canyon project donors



Cottonwood Challenge
        
The Cottonwood project cost is $1,600,000, 
of which AFC needs to raise at least $300,000 
from the community to acquire and steward 
Cottonwood Canyon and help secure and 
enhance extended wildlife corridors. Please 
donate today to help us reach our community 
fundraising goal. You can donate online or by 
mail. Gifts are tax deductible.

www.arroyosfoothills.org/cottonwood

AFC has had so many recent successes acquiring land for permanent open space—
but there’s no reason to stop now!
   That’s why it’s so exciting for me to get involved with the Conservancy for the first 
time as the Cottonwood Canyon community campaign chair, or CCCCC as John 
Howell keeps calling me, as we begin to explore these 11 hillside acres in the Linda 
Vista hills.
    As I wrote in my Pasadena Star-News column before the new campaign was made 
public, I happened across John, E.J., Mickey, Jim and Andy on the Arroyo Seco trail to 
the west of Brookside Golf Course one morning several months ago as they tromped 
around the lower portion of this acreage, long owned by the Millikan family. I’ve been 
running that trail each day for decades, and had recently grown worried at the sight of 
fluorescently painted surveyor stakes along it. Could this be private, developable land? 
     I was sworn to secrecy before the deal was inked with the owners to purchase the 
land for $1.6 million and stop plans to build four houses on it, so I obscured its location 
in my column. But now we can spread the news, and are doing so. Like so many others, 
I had never really realized the canyon is a canyon. It’s so heavily wooded that the 
trees with which it’s filled obscure that. Linda Vista Avenue was graded right through 
it, and that can make it harder to visualize as one canyon as well. But as we began 
to hike the land, I realized that I actually knew the canyon from the mid-’60s, when 
family friends owned the Wallace Neff-designed Spanish Colonial hacienda on its 
southern edge, and we children literally mapped out the hills around the estate and 
gave different areas Hobbit-like names. Shires, as it were.
    And for the 25 years I’ve lived in the Linda Vista neighborhood, I’ve known the land 
was special because of the year-round spring-fed creek that flows through it, disap-
pearing underground right at the golf course’s edge—a great watering hole for my 
border collie on our morning runs.
    The opportunity to keep this precious open space open forever is a very special one. 
It’s a gift we can give to future generations not just of people but of wildlife—the deer, 
coyotes, bobcats and bears that use it to pass through on their way from the San 
Gabriel Mountains.
     There’s a lot of work to be done and money to be raised to secure the future of 
Cottonwood Canyon. Please drop a line if you’d like to come out with us to see the 
canyon for yourself. And thanks in advance for your support of another opportunity to 
make a difference for the future of wild land in our midst.

— Larry Wilson, CCCCC



thank you to our organizational supporters 

Arroyos Donors
($1,000+)
Ninarose Mayer
Taylor and Donald Hall
Noble and Lorraine Hancock 
	 Family Fund
Preston & Maurine Hotchkis 
	 Family Foundation
George Stevens
Robert Walp

Foothills Donors
($1-$999)
Larry Allen, Deborah Baird, 
Frederika and Norman Brooks, 
Mahvash and Matthew Bryant, 
Elizabeth Burt, Janet Capanna, 
Michel Choban, Betsy Coles, 
Maria and Joe DiMassa, Hilary 
and Steve Dorsey, Celine Dove, 
Bethany Ehlmann, Joan Evans, 
Susan and Frank Gilliland, Ruth 
and Richard Goldstein, Janet and 
Paul Gordon, David Grant, John 
Higgins, Betty Ho, Karina and 

individuals
The following people made single donations this year in addition to 
any gifts they may have made toward a particular project.

contact:  For more information, visit our website: www.arroyosfoothills.org. 
To discuss making a donation or bequest, please contact Jennifer Taylor; to discuss 
volunteering, contact Barbara Goto—both at (626)796-0782.

foothills society
Foothills Society members support AFC’s land stewardship with 
3 year pledges or automatic monthly payments.
www.arroyosfoothills.org/fs

Engelmann Oak 
($1,000 per year)
Sally & John Howell
Nancy & Bruce Steele
Linda Zinn

Coast Live Oak 
($500 per year)
Mary Cross & Lawren Markle
Jennifer & Matt DeVoll
Ninarose Mayer
Bill Meurer
Pamela Rogers
Jeanette & Marc Stirdivant
Joanne & Timothy Wendler

California Sycamore 
($250 per year)
Tracey Alsobrook
Mary Barrie & Ted Stork
Laura & Jim Garrett
Jeanne & Patrick Lejeune
Dorothy & John Matthiessen
Andrea Rawlings & E.J. Remson
Susana Reyes
Loretta Savery and Alex Black
Dorothy Scully
Lois Tandy
Lynn & Donald Voss

Toyon 
($100 per year)
Joan Aarestad, Tom Brady, Pam 
Brockie, Edichi & Lou Byerly, Nancy 
& Joe Carlson, Barbara & William 
Christopher, Mary Copperud, Sha-
ron & Pat Crandall, Bronwyn Daw-
son, Annmarie Eldering, Jocelyn & 
Peter Fernandes, Anita Fromholz, 
John Brooke Grant, Chuck Hains, 
Lyle Hatridge, Jennifer Herstein, 
Walter Hubert & Mark Saltzman, 
Mary Ellen Kramer & Peter Eisen-
hardt, Jan & Mickey Long, Karin & 
Herb Meiselman, Sue Mossman, 
Gregg Oelker, Scarlett & James 
Osterling, Marie and John Slonski, 
Peggy Stewart, Edwina Travis-Chin 
& Robert Miller, Suzanne Uribe, 
Tiona Wierman, Michele Zack and 
Mark Goldschmidt

Milton Hunter, Laura Johnson-Beal 
and Richard Beal, Susan Kirk-
patrick, Celina Lew, Mark Lucas, 
Cynthia Gasparri Lusnia, Bradford 
MacNeil, Joyce Markle, Stacy Mat-
seas, Daniel and Judith McClesse, 
Susan McClymonds, Suzanne and 
Richard Miller, Tracy Miller and 
Marylyn Barnes Miller, Brenda and 
Mario Miralles, John and Mad-
eleine Moran, Laura Newlin and 
Roger Klemm, Janet Nippell, Diane 
Park, Susan and George Parker, 
Sarah Pratt, Kathie Reilly, Elizabeth 
Richardson, Susan and Michael 
Roffina, Helen Salandra, Leonard 
Schaustal, Diana Sertich, Daniel 
Singer, Beth Spiegel, Monica 
Dybalski Stathatos, Dion Svihovec, 
Lynne Taciak, Hong Tang, Devin 
Thor and Willow Healy, June 
Traweek, William Trousdale, 
Joanne and Timothy Wendler, 
Margaret and John Williams, Kim 
Winiecki, Warren Wolfswinkel, Bill 
and Judy Woodmancy

community groups
The following groups supported AFC in areas other than land acquisition.

Altadena Community Chest
Annenberg Foundation
Athens Services 
Bank of America 
	 Corporate Matching
California Conservation Corps 

The Diggers Garden Club
Parsons Corporation 
Pasadena Audubon Society
Pasadena Community Foundation
Pasadena Garden Club
Polytechnic School

afc finances 2012-13*

friends of rosemont preserve
Jeanne Akerley
Bank of America
Julia Bell
Dawna and Rick Berger
Linda Borgeson and Jeff Leake
BP Fabric of America Fund
BP Foundation Matching Gift Fund
Beth and Frank Colcord
Jackie Genofile
Martha Georgelos
Elizabeth and James Isenman
Richard Kipling

Kevin Kroeker
Frank La Casella
La Crescenta Women’s Club, 
	 Evening Section
Patricia Lewin
Carolyn McBride
Winkee Melton
Eloise Nelson
Barbara Poland
Desiree and Paul Rabinov
Eleanor Wacker

total income	 $ 659,244
p	 Nonprofit grants	 1.1%
p	 Corporate donations	 4.9%
p	 Individual donations	 21.9%
p	 Government grants	 72.1%
	
Every $1 you gave was matched 
by over $3 in grants.

total expenses 	 $ 664,375
p	 Fundraising	 3.2%
p	 Management	 3.9%
p	 Programs	 12.8%
p	 Land aquisition	 80.1%

92.84% of our expenses went to 
programs and land acquisition.

* Preliminary amounts; final amounts will be reported on IRS form 990.

G
RA

H
A

M
 B

O
TH

W
EL

L


