
a letter to our friends & supporters
BEARS, DEER AND MOUNTAIN LIONS: OH MY! This last year has been one of discovery for 
AFC. You’ve seen it in our newsletters and on our website’s photos page. Our unmanned trail 
cameras capture wildlife almost daily on our properties with startling reality. 
	 These pictures and videos get us as close as we can come. We’ve seen curious foxes and 
fawns checking out our cameras and bobcats stretched out in the sun. But these are not still life 
images. We are seeing these animals in motion, and this is what makes our mission so clear. 
	 Our focus in the years to come will be on the flow of wildlife through our Altadena, La Canada 
and La Crescenta foothills, the San Rafael Hills and the Verdugo Mountains. It’s a big job, and 
we’ll be working with conservation partners and funders. But there is one more essential 
participant: our passionate community of supporters … our expert Advisors, generous donors, 
and hard-working volunteers. 
	 Cottonwood Canyon gave us the idea for the Hahamongna to Tujunga Wildlife Corridor, and is 
the first critical piece of the puzzle to link all of our areas of interest. Using community funds as 
leverage, we have lined up much of what we need to buy Cottonwood and await word for the 
balance; we got a generous extension from the sellers and are shooting to close by next fall. Our 
Cottonwood Canyon and Millard Canyon properties both serve as critical funnels for wildlife and 
as examples of what we will have to do time and again to allow wildlife to move freely through 
our urban foothills. 
	 It is thanks to you, our supporters, that we are making a difference for wildlife. We are grateful 
to be working together toward a new standard for urban conservation.
	 Thank you!
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afc programs

Bear Red #2 Proves Wildlife Corridor Exists

Movement of animals in our urban natural areas is severely 
restricted. Remember the bear in the tree in La Canada in 
June? Two days later she was caught on video traveling 
through Cottonwood Canyon on her way to the Chevy Chase 
area of the San Rafael Hills. The only way she could make it 
into the San Rafaels was through Cottonwood Canyon, from 
what we know. One would have thought she would roam 
there and return the way she came. But, no, she continued 
to head west, somehow making it past the 2 Freeway, across 
Verdugo Boulevard and the Verdugo Wash and into the 
Verdugo Mountains. As unlikely as it seems, she validated the 
existence of the Hahamongna to Tujunga Wildlife Corridor. 
We want this to be a regular occurrence, and one that is not 
fraught with danger for the animals. 

AFC’s Photography Partners

How do you get a mountain lion to pose for a portrait?
	 Shhh! Johanna Turner and Denis Callet know, but they 
aren’t saying. 
	 Johanna and Denis are the incredibly talented wildlife 
photographers whose stunning wildlife pictures grace our 
website’s image gallery. 
	 Taking pictures like these requires skill in the use of 
specialized cameras that take pictures (even in the dark) 
whenever there is movement in front of the lens. But that’s 
just part of the process. These talented artists/naturalists 
also must intimately understand the daily habits, feeding 
patterns, and terrain preferences of the animals they seek 
to capture digitally. They also possess arcane knowledge 
about certain scents that wild animals find irresistible, which 
helps to bring them within camera range. Mountain lions, for 
example, are attracted by a particular product that can be 
purchased at almost any drug store. (We’re not identifying 
it for obvious reasons.)
	 Over the last year, Johanna and Denis captured digital 
images of mountain lions at Millard and Rubio Canyons 
as well as at the Rosemont Preserve. Others include foxes, 
bobcats, coyotes, deer, bears and even a rare spotted skunk! 
All are shot in their natural surroundings, very different 
from how they appear when caged in a zoo. The front page 
displays their remarkable talent.
	 Their work was the focus of a piece on NBC’s 60 Minutes 
television news magazine last January, replayed in July, 
showing how their tracking skills and images helped the 
National Park Service collar P41, a mountain lion living in 
the Verdugo Mountains.
	 AFC looks forward to their new discoveries as we work 
to preserve the Hahamongna to Tujunga Wildlife Corridor! 
Check out their images in AFC’s Photo Gallery: http://www.
arroyosfoothills.org/photos/ as well as on their individual 
websites: http://www.cougarmagic.com/ and http://www.
deniscallet.com/.
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AFC’s Land Matrix Prioritizes Conservation

“Few regional land trusts have the capacity 
to develop a tool of this caliber.” 
— Anne Dove, National Park Service

We’ve been working from our beginnings to save the precious 
remaining open spaces in the foothills and canyons of the San 
Gabriel Mountains. Toward that goal, and with your support, 
we‘ve acquired seven separate key parcels of land that have 
special significance in protecting wildlife in our area.
	 Looking to the future, we need a strategic vision to guide 
our land acquisition selections. Our financial resources 
are not limitless; we need to choose our land investment 
targets carefully and thoughtfully. Toward that end we have 
created an incredibly valuable tool that will guide our future 
conservation efforts. We call it our Database Driven Land 
Prioritization Matrix. 
	 There are over 2300 private parcels of land in our areas of 
interest. The Matrix will help us tease out the most important 
properties to focus on. It allows us to evaluate them for their 
conservation attributes, like having a spring or being a choke 
point for animal movement. The matrix ranks parcels in order 
of importance based upon the total score of all attributes. 
All this is done using on-line databases. We click the mouse, 
and out comes our ranking. 
	 We are using the matrix to help solve the puzzle of choosing 
between 508 top tier parcels in our proposed Hahamonga 
to Tujunga Wildlife Corridor. We are also putting it to work in 
Altadena, La Crescenta and La Canada. The insights gained 
will ensure the maximum possible benefit from every dollar 
that our valued supporters donate to our land acquisition 
efforts. 
	 We owe a huge debt of gratitude to John Wros for devising 
and creating this valuable conservation tool. A spatial 
ecologist and GIS expert (Oxy ’09; UW ’16 MS), John started 
helping us in 2010 leading geology hikes. He also makes 
our maps that you enjoy. Thanks, John! We promise to make 
good use of your matrix.

2016 PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

National Park Service Technical Assistance Grant

The National Park Service is pleased to have awarded AFC a 
technical assistance grant to help raise awareness about the 
Hahamongna to Tujunga Wildlife Corridor and its importance 
in the distribution of animals and native plants in our region. 
We find ourselves at a crucial crossroad: natural areas in our 
urban landscape have gradually become islands; animals are 
isolated from each other; their future and the ecosystem are 
at risk. One study predicts that the Santa Monica Mountains 
cougar population will become extinct within 50 years unless 
they mate with others in surrounding mountains. 
	 The Hahamongna to Tujunga Wildlife Corridor project 
holds great potential to allow a free flow of animals between 
three biological islands—the Verdugo Mountains, the San 
Rafael Hills and Griffith Park—and the San Gabriel Mountains. 
The National Park Service is devoting 320 hours of staff 
expertise to help AFC engage conservation partners, govern-
ment funders and citizen scientists in the challenge. They tell 
us they are delighted to be a part.

Connecting urban kids with the great 
outdoors is a big part of what we do. 
Here a participant in the R.O.S.E. 
Program between Outward Bound 
Adventures and the City of Pasadena, 
carries off Jade plant (Crassula ovate, 
native to South Africa and Mozam-
bique) from Rubio Canyon. This past 
year 500+ volunteers blazed trails, 
planted trees, spread wildflower seeds, 
helped a spring flow freely, photographed wildlife and studied 
nature on AFC’s preserves. We showcase all these programs 
at www.arroyosfoothills.org/programs. Come help us pick up 
steam in ‘17! 

Thank you to the girl scouts of troop 2041 for creating a 
wonderful video about Cottonwood Canyon!  You can see it 
on AFC’s website at arroyosfoothills.org/cottonwood.

Cottonwood Video Created



thank you supporters
Fiscal year July 1, 2015 - June 30, 2016 

individuals
These supporters made donations in 
the fiscal year to enable us to offer 
programs and steward our properties:

Arroyos Donors 
$10,000  
SahanDaywi Foundation

$5,000
Jennifer & Remington Hotchkis	

$2,500  
Scarlett Hibner 
Cameron Hotchkis
Mario Molina
Desiree & Paul Rabinov	
	
$1,000
Araceli & David Barclay
Jennifer & Matt DeVoll	
Henry Fliegel		
Fred Schwarzenbach

Foothills Donors ($5 – $999)
Joan & Andreas Aebi, Barbara Ansell, 
Laura & John Babcock, Linda & Michael 
Babcock, Debbie Baird, Adele Baquet-
White, Marylyn & Tracy Barnes Miller, 
Sally Barngrove & Tom Gertmenian, 
Laura Johnson-Beal & Richard Beal, 
Marilyn & Dwight Beavers, John Bennett, 
Susan Bleecker & Michael Roffina, Mary 
& Graham Bothwell, Michelle & Barry 
Bottrell, Helena & Ross Bowman, Chris 
& Geoff Bremer, Antoinette & Robert 
Buckner, Jane & Bruce Campbell, Janet 
Capanna, Mary Cardenas, Gerald Cichlar 
& William Peer, David Clayton, Betsy 
Coles, Wendy Crowley, Ann Cutting & 
Tom Soulanille, Bassil Dahiyat, Drew 
Dembowski, Pam & Wilbur Dong, Hilary 
& Steve Dorsey, Monica Dybalski Statha-
tos, Patricia & Duane Ebbert, Pamela & 
Michael Edwards, Bethany Ehlmann, Bar-
bara & Jim Eisenstein, Jill & Denis Elliott, 
Danette Erickson, Joan Evans, Doug Farr, 
Merrilee Fellows & Bob Mackin, Patricia 
Ferguson, Carol Fodera & Tim Song 
Jones, Claudia & Doug Forbes, Penelope 
Franks, Cynthia & Joseph Gasparri-Lus-
nia, Wendlyn Giancanelli, Carol Gibson, 
Linda & Stephen Gill, Dino & Pennie 
Gioia, Ruth Goldstein, Janet & Paul Gor-
don, John Grant, Nancy & David Grant, 
Margie & Paul Grossman, Bruce Hale, 
Willow Healy & Devin Thor, Karen Hig-
gins, Marilynn & Jim Hildebrandt, Betty 
Ho, Judy & Fred Hoeptner, Cindy Horita, 
Susie & Mark Horn, Walter Hubert & 
Mark Saltzman, Karen Jain, Missy & Paul 
Jennings, Heidi Johnson & Daniel Bowen, 

bequests: Did you know that you can leave/create a legacy that commemorates your 
commitment to AFC’s mission? By making a gift through your estate or naming AFC as a 
beneficiary of your retirement or insurance plan, you will ensure that our work of protecting 
the land will continue. To learn more, contact your estate planning professional.

foothills society
Foothills Society members support AFC with 3-year pledges.
www.arroyosfoothills.org/fs

Canyon Live Oak ($5,000 per year)
Don Hall 

Bay Laurel ($2,500 per year) 
Jennifer & Matt DeVoll

Engelmann Oak ($1,000 per year)
Sara & George Abdo
Claire & Bill Bogaard
Carole & Jack Brady
Barbara & Roy Goto
Carolyn & Bruce Hancock
Sally & John Howell
Sharon Laubach & Andrew Mishkin
Jim McManus
Dianne Philibosian & Tom Seifert 
Katie & Chris Poole
Betsey Tyler
Linda Zinn 

Coast Live Oak ($500 per year)
Laura & Jim Garrett, Ninarose Mayer, 
Ellen & Anthony Portantino, Andrea 
Rawlings & E.J. Remson, Nancy & Bruce 
Steele, Jeannie & Marc Stirdivant, 
Lois Tandy, Colleen & Luke Welsh

California Sycamore ($250 per year)
Tracey Alsobrook, Mary Barrie & Ted 
Stork, Sally Beer, Mary & Bill Carroll, 
Annmarie Eldering, Katherine & Robert 
Gillespie, Mic Hansen, Christine 
Hessler, Melinda Howell & Steve Cole, 
Vicky & Benny Ko, Jeanne & Patrick 
Lejeune, Joy & Thomas Majich, 

Dorothy & John Matthiessen, 
Scarlett & Jim Osterling, Julie Reiz 
& Kennon Miedema, Loretta Savery 
& Alex Black, Sharon Scull, Dorothy 
Scully, Edwina Travis-Chin & Robert 
Miller, Jeannie & Peter Vaughn, 
Lynn & Donald Voss, Joanne & Tim 
Wendler

Toyon ($100 per year)
Joan Aarestad, Larry Allen, Jane 
& Tom Apostol, Randall Baer, 
Tom Brady, Barbara & William 
Christopher, Sharon & Pat Crandall, 
Carol & Dean Currie, John Grant, 
Lyle Hatridge, Willow Healy & Devin 
Thor, Jennifer Herstein & James 
Rudd, Michael Horner, Michelle 
Huneven & Jim Potter, Katie & Jim 
Ipekjian, Roger Klemm, Cybele & 
James Kohel, Mary Ellen Kramer & 
Peter Eisenhardt, Dana Lamphear, 
Jan & Mickey Long, Greta & Peter 
Mandell, Lawren Markle, 
Alison McAlpine, Karin & Herb 
Meiselman, Emily Montague, Toni 
& Patrick Morrissey, Sue Mossman, 
Heidrun Mumper-Drumm, Gregg 
Oelker, Peter Rowan, Carla Slepak 
& Gary Day, Marie & John Slonski, 
Peggy Stewart, Marianne & John 
Thompson, Tiona Wierman, Felicia 
Williams, Michele Zack & Mark 
Goldschmidt	

Ruth & Jeremy Jones, Goli Karimi, 
Jason Klassi, Art Krieger, Jeanne & 
Patrick Lejeune, Patricia Lewin, Joanne 
& Ethan Lipsig, Melody Malmberg & 
Joseph Rohde, Greta & Peter Mandell, 
Mary Marasco, Marilee Marshall & 
Bruce Wright, Karen & Peter McAulay, 
Carolyn McBride, Daniel McCleese, 
Susan McClymonds, Tom McHenry, 
Beverly & Laurent McReynolds, Robert 
Meade, Suzie Miller, Martha Mittelstadt, 
Lynn Miyamoto & Kevin Kroeker, 
Barbara Nielsen & Bill Bell, Janet 
Nippell, Kendra Nitta, Janet & Jack 
Orswell, Mimi Paller, Diane Park, 
Susan & George Parker, Barbara 
Poland, Paula Rao, Carol Raymond, 
Eileen & Charles Read, Kathie Reilly, 
Julie Richards, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Elisabeth Richter, Dana Roth, Joanne 
Sakamoto & Gary Lieskovsky, Leonard 
Schaustal, Lorraine & Lonnie Schield, 
Megan & Gret Schowengerdt, Arnold 
Siegel, Tamara & Michael Silver, Elaine 
Silvestro, Brenna Snider, Specstacular 
Fine Eyewear, Janet Sporleder, Rody 
Stephenson, Mark Stevens, Sherry 
Stubbs, Audrey & Mike Tillmans, 
Edwina Travis-Chin & Robert Miller, 
June Traweek, Brookes Treidler, 
Stephen Unwin, Svetla & Omourtag 
Velev, Vandana Verma & Stephen 
Kuhn, Martin Veselich, Mary & 
Michael Veselich, Kathy & Jeff 
Vlaming, Lisa & Cardon Walker, Sue 
& Seth Walworth, Sharon & William 
Weisman, Polly Wheaton, Erika 
Wilder, Margaret & John Williams, 
James Williams, Linda & Bob Winters, 
Phillip Wolf, Warren Wolfswinkel, 
Judy & Bill Woodmancy, David 
Zimmerman, Valerie Zografos

community groups
Altadena Community Chest	
Monte Vista School	
Pasadena Diggers Club	
Throop Unitarian Universalist 

corporate employee 
match donations 
Bank of America	
The Walt Disney Company	
Tesoro

event underwriters	
Jennifer & Matt DeVoll	
Scarlett & Jim Osterling	
Katie & Chris Poole

Thanks to our 
corporate sponsors

afc finances fye 2016

total income	  $ 205,050

p	 Individual donations	 31.57%
p	 Foundations	 38.85% 
p	 Grants	 16.10%
p	 Foothills Society	 13.48%

total expenses 	 $ 231,185

p	 Stewardship & Program	 54.90% 
p	 Land acquisition	 32.60% 
p	 Administration	 7.25%
p	 Fundraising	 5.25%
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