
ECENTLY  an old friend asked what I’m doing these days. I said working to get P-41’s mate  
Nikita out of the Verdugos and P-22 out of Griffith Park. He heard about one mountain lion and 
her cubs being killed on the 118 Freeway and another crossing two freeways to get from the 
Santa Monica to the Santa Susana Mountains (I wonder if he’s heard that P-41 has died.) He 
asked if anything is being done to help these cougars move around. I was pleased to say that  
the challenge is getting attention and good things are happening. 

AFC is part of a statewide push for wildlife corridors. We are one of thirty-nine conservation 
organizations banding together as the Wildlife Corridor Working Group to promote legislation 
prioritizing wildlife corridors and creating funding for open space. Our work is responsible for 
language identifying wildlife corridors as a funding focus for SB 5, a 4 billion dollar parks and 
open space bond that will be on the June 2018 ballot.

Things are going in the right direction in our region. Here are a few examples:
i	 Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy conserved 70 acres for a wildlife bridge over the 
	 101 freeway at Liberty Canyon.
i	 County Measure A passed with funding for open space and wildlife corridors, and it has no 

sunset provision.
i	 The City of Los Angeles adopted an ordinance addressing wildlife corridors.
i	 We’ll own perhaps the most important property in the Hahamongna to Tujunga Wildlife 

Corridor (“Corridor”) when we close on Cottonwood Canyon.

AFC is also collaborating nationally and regionally:
i	 AFC already places wildlife cameras on our properties and will add 20 more, thanks to the 

U.S. Geological Survey and Chicago’s Lincoln Park Zoo (see article on page 2).
i	 The National Park Service is devoting an employee to help us with community outreach and 
	 education in the Corridor.
i	 AFC is helping Descanso Gardens organize a 2018 exhibit featuring P-41, Nikita, Bear No. 2 

and the Corridor. You and your children will be invited to help as citizen scientists. 

So my answer is yes, a lot is being done, and we’re just getting warmed up. Thanks for your 
help in leading the effort to secure corridors so our animal friends can survive and thrive. 

John Howell, Chief Executive Officer

arroyos & foothills conservancy
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AFC Joins Wildlife Monitoring Initiative 

AFC has joined a nationwide network of conservation organ-
izations in a scientific research project to expand understand-
ing of interactions of humans and wild animals in urban 
environments through the use of cameras. Our study area will 
be the Hahamongna to Tujunga Wildlife Corridor.
	 The network is known as the Urban Wildlife Information 
Network (UWIN). UWIN was created in 2010 by the Urban 
Wildlife Institute, an arm of the Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago. 
AFC is joining it in a partnership with the Los Angeles office 
of the United States Geological Survey (USGS). 
	 Nationally, participating organizations are documenting 
animal behavior with strategically placed camera traps in 
dozens of transects (study areas) in 10 cities, and the network 
is expanding rapidly. The Los Angeles area will have at least 
four transects. Compared to other cities, we have extreme 
differences in topography, climate and natural communities. 
Combining and evaluating information from these transects 
will be key to really understanding urban influences on nature 
in our region. 
	 UWIN surveys currently focus on medium and large mam-
mals, and attempt to identify factors associated with the 
occurrence of wild mammals in urban environments. In our 
case this includes the Arroyo Seco, San Rafael Hills, Verdugo 
Mountains, and adjacent areas. UWIN seeks to discover 
and apply solutions to existing or potential human-wildlife 
conflicts and inform city planning and wildlife management 
efforts.
	 AFC already uses remotely triggered cameras. Participat-
ing in UWIN will teach us skills to be more effective in our 
photography survey work. Using the scientific techniques and 
research protocols developed by UWIN, AFC will not only be 
able to develop more valuable data about wild animals in our 
area and catalogue it more effectively, but also share informa-
tion with others participating in the network. These studies 
seek to understand similarities and differences between 
urban animals around the country. The goal is to make urban 
areas more wildlife friendly. 
	 AFC will also be expanding its Citizen Science programs. 
We will be inviting children and adults to help identify 
animals using Zooniverse and iNaturalist apps, and hosting 
BioBlitzes. Come join in the fun!

Flintridge Sacred Heart Students 
Help AFC Make a Difference

The month of June at Flintridge Sacred Heart Academy 
(FSHA) is a special time—Leslie Miller’s AP Environmental 
Science class picks a non-profit to support every year and 
designs an event to raise awareness and funds. For two 
years, FSHA has chosen to support AFC. In 2015 they held an 
“Envirofair” at Memorial Park in La Canada and this past June 
created an environmental musical and fair on their campus 
which is located right above the Cottonwood Canyon prop-
erty that is soon to belong to AFC. Each of these fundraisers 
raised over $3,000 for AFC.
	 This partnership all started over three years ago with a 
FSHA field trip to Cottonwood Canyon. The girls could not 
believe that this beautiful, wild land was so close to their 
school! They decided to adopt Cottonwood Canyon.		
According to Leslie, “For the students, raising money for a 
local cause makes their work tangible and as [AFC] contin-
ues to move forward with the acquisition of the Cottonwood 
corridor, they will get to see their hard work put to a very 
meaningful purpose. [It] helps them put big ideas like habitat 
preservation into a personal perspective as they encounter 
wildlife on our campus.”
	 AFC is so thankful to Leslie and her students for support-
ing us. Part of AFC’s mission is to nurture the next generation 
of land stewards. With help from Leslie, we are making a real 
impact. If you know of a local teacher or group that could 
benefit from a guided visit to any of AFC’s properties, please 
let us know!

COTTONWOOD CANYON 
& WILDLIFE CORRIDOR DONORS
July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017

Anonymous 
Emily & Zachary Abbott
Carole & Mike Babcock
Arlene Bennett
Michele & Barry Bottrell
Karen & Harry Brumer
Gerrie & Thomas Bunn
John Burrows
Steve Elkins
Belinda Fischer
Katherine & Robert Gillespie
Susan & Frank Gilliland
Scarlett Hibner

Karen & John Higgins
Jan & Mickey Long
Dale Matsuda
Ninarose Mayer
Dianne Philibosian & Tom Seifert
Julie Richards
Sharon Scull
Brenna Snider
Edwina Travis-Chin & Robert Miller
Joseph White
Lincoln Wood
Valerie Zografos



After joining the interns for an outing at Millard Canyon, 
Mickey Long, AFC’s biology advisor, remarked to me “I’m very 
impressed with the quality of your interns. They’re 
going to save the world.” I couldn’t agree more. I’m so proud 
of what our interns accomplished this summer, and I’m 
looking forward to continuing this program in the future. Our 
interns accomplish much more than the hands-on work that 
they do. They also become ambassadors for AFC, and for our 
mission of nature conservation.
	 Next year’s program promises to be exciting. Please 
encourage interested students you know to check www.
arroyosfoothills.org/internships/ for information about next 
summer’s internship program.

—Tim Martinez, AFC Program Administrator

AFC FY17 Program Highlights

i		 2,840 volunteer hours donated to AFC
i		 260 trees planted through LA County Reforestation 

Grant
i		 23 docent-led tours on AFC properties
i		 Cottonwood Canyon monthly guided meditations
i		 Moonwater Farm summer camp (Compton) Millard 

Canyon field trip
i		 Glendale Extended Learning summer field trips to 

Rosemont Preserve
i		 Old Marengo Park beautification
i		 Rubio Canyon trail repair and habitat restoration 
i		 Over 40 community events at the Rosemont 
		  Preserve
i		 Summer Internship Program in its 3rd year
i		 Spectacular images of wildlife from photographers 

Denis Callet & Johanna Turner

AFC’s Summer Internship Program

AFC’s Summer Internship Program seeks to inspire the next 
generation of conservationists and environmental stewards. 
Our 8-week program provides hands-on experience in 
property stewardship, habitat restoration and conservation 
research. It also gives participating interns from area high 
schools and colleges a chance to teach others about the 
environment through AFC’s education programs.
	 This summer’s interns were students from Cal State L.A., 
U.C. Davis, Occidental College, Crescenta Valley High School 
and Flintridge Sacred Heart Academy.
	 Here’s what two of our interns had to say about their 
experience:

“Throughout the summer we worked toward preservation of 
native habitat through pulling invasive weeds and grasses, 
held educational hikes for the local school district, restored 
hiking trails, and recorded data from the wildlife cameras. It 
felt surreal to pass on my knowledge and teach young kids 
what I learned in my AP Environmental Science class and 
during this internship. Working with my hands outside every 
morning made me understand the importance of being in 
nature.”

	 Mia Valencia-Chanler
	 Flintridge Sacred Heart Academy 

“Despite being a resident of Altadena my whole life, I didn’t 
know much about the beautiful mountains that surrounded 
me. I was pleasantly surprised to learn how much conserva-
tion work was possible and already going on in the largely 
developed Pasadena area. Learning about everything that 
was going on through AFC and its partners made me hope-
ful for a career in conservation and about the future of this 
planet. My favorite parts of the internship were identifying 
and removing invasive species, learning about native plants, 
hiking, community outreach, field trips, networking, and 
wildlife camera maintenance. This spectacular nonprofit 
created an engaging, hands on and impactful internship.”

	 Danielle Fradet
	 UC Davis, Wildlife, Fish, and Conservation Biology Major



thank you, donors!
Fiscal year July 1, 2016 – June 30, 2017 

individuals
These contributors made donations 
in the fiscal year to support our 
programs and steward our properties.	
		
Arroyos Donors 
$200,000 Bequest
Dennis Dewenter Trust

$50,000
Helen & Will Webster Foundation

$10,000 
Gordon Crawford

$5,000 – $9,999
Heather & Paul Haaga
Don Hall
Carolyn & Bruce Hancock 
Ninarose Mayer
Katie & Chris Poole 
SahanDaywi Foundation		

$2,500 – $4,999
Lisa Ashworth
Barbara & Roy Goto 
Jennifer & Remington Hotchkis 
Sally & John Howell
Melody Malmberg & Joe Rohde 
Jean Owen
Desiree & Paul Rabinov		
$1,000 – $2,499
Chet & David Barclay
Judith & Josef Beles
Maria & Chris Bushra
Jennifer & Matt DeVoll 
Susan & Paul Dimotakis
Henry Fliegel
Cameron Hotchkis
Nancy Johnson & David Bame 
Lisa Richter & Howard Newman
Betsey Tyler
Mary & Mike Veselich 
Linda & Bob Winters
Linda Zinn

Foothills Donors ($10 – $999)
Anonymous, Emily & Zachary Abbott, 
Shannon Acedo, Joan & Andreas Aebi, Bar-
bara Ansell, Gloria Ashton, Marshall & Paul 
Ayers, Barbara Babcock, Linda & Michael 
Babcock, Debbie Baird, Christle Balvin, 
Adele Baquet-White, Sally Barngrove & 
Tom Gertmenian, Marylyn & Tracy Barnes 
Miller, Lisa & Michael Baum, Sally Beer, 
Delores & William Bing, Paula Boriack-
Sjodin, Chris & Geoff Bremer, Holly Bridges, 
Lynelyn Brill, Jeanne Broberg, Karen & Harry 
Brumer, Antoinette & Robert Buckner, Gail 
Burns, John Callas, Janet Capanna, Mary 
Cardenas, Michel Choban, Theo Clarke, 
Beth & Frank Colcord, Barbara Cole, Mary 
Coles, Julia Collins, Ann Cooper, Bette & 
John Cooper, Sharon & Pat Crandall, Wendy 
Crowley, Dave Davis, Drew Dembowski, 
Patricia Denny, Denise & Rich Dephuis, 
Dave Doody, Hilary & Steve Dorsey, Celine 
Dove, Monica Dybalski Stathatos, Bethany 
Ehlmann, Joan Evans, Doug Farr, Joy & 
Jamie Farr, Judith & Stan Farrar, Joseph 
Feinblatt, Patricia Ferguson, Marsha Fowler, 
Mie & Steve Frautschi, Janice & Steve 
Freeland, Michael Friedman, Olivia Garfield 
& Michael Newkirk, Cynthia & Joseph 
Gasparri-Lusnia, Carol Gibson, Susan & 
Frank Gilliland, Pennie & Dino Gioia, 

bequests: Did you know that you can leave/create a legacy that commemorates your 
commitment to AFC’s mission? By making a gift through your estate or naming AFC as a 
beneficiary of your retirement or insurance plan, you will ensure that our work of protecting 
the land will continue. To learn more, contact your estate planning professional.

foothills society
Foothills Society members support AFC with 3-year pledges.
www.arroyosfoothills.org/fs

Canyon Live Oak ($5,000 per year)
Don Hall 

Bay Laurel ($2,500 per year) 
Jennifer & Matt DeVoll
Katie & Chris Poole

Engelmann Oak ($1,000 per year)
Sara & George Abdo
Gwen & Guil Babcock
Carole & Jack Brady
Barbara & Roy Goto
Carolyn & Bruce Hancock
Sally & John Howell
Sharon Laubach & Andrew Mishkin
Jim McManus
Dianne Philibosian & Tom Seifert
Fred Schwarzenbach
Betsey Tyler
Linda Zinn

Coast Live Oak ($500 per year)
Laura & Jim Garrett, Brenda Goldstein, 
Ninarose Mayer, E.J. Remson & Andrea 
Rawlings, Nancy & Bruce Steele, Jeannie 
& Marc Stirdivant, Colleen & Luke Welsh

California Sycamore ($250 per year)
Joan Aarestad, Tracey Alsobrook, Christle 
Balvin, Mary & Bill Carroll, Linda & 
Stephen Gill, Margie Grossman, Mic 
Hansen, Jane Herrmann, Christine 
Hessler, Melinda Howell & Steve Cole, 
Dorothy & John Matthiessen, Bill Meurer, 
Leslie Miller, Heidrun Mumper-Drumm 
& Rick Drumm, Scarlett & Jim Osterling, 
Shannon & John Quinn, Eileen & 
Charlie Read, Sharon Scull, Edwina 
Travis-Chin & Robert Miller, Jeannie & 
Peter Vaughn, Lynn & Donald Voss, 
Joanne & Tim Wendler, Michele Zack 
& Mark Goldschmidt

Toyon ($100 per year)
Joan & Andreas Aebi, Larry Allen, 
Carole & Mike Babcock, Randall Baer, 
Behr Construction, Tom Brady, Theo 
Clarke, Sharon & Pat Crandall, Lynn 
& Avery Drewe, Deirdre Duhan, Jill & 
John Fosselman, Chuck Hains, Cristina 
Halstead, Lyle Hatridge, Willow Healy 
& Devon Thor, Marilynn & Jim Hilde-
brandt, Karen Holgerson, Monica & 
Thomas Hubbard, Katie & Jim Ipekjian, 
Roger Klemm, Cybele & James Kohel, 
Mary Ellen Kramer & Peter Eisenhardt, 
Art Krieger, Caroline & Todd Kunioka, 
John LaBella ,Jeanne & Patrick Lejeune, 
Kathleen Linowski, Jan & Mickey Long, 
Leslie Lowes, Greta & Peter Mandell, 
Marilee Marshall & Bruce Wright, 
Alison McAlpine, Karin & Herb Meisel-
man, Emily Montague, Gregg Oelker, 
Cathy & Lew Phelps, Eleanor Pott, Dana 
Roth, Peter Rowan, Frank Simpson, 
Marie & John Slonski, Marianne & John 
Thompson, Felicia Williams

Janet & Paul Gordon, Bruce Hale, Nichole 
Harrison, Katherine & Lewis Hashimoto, 
Debbie Heap, Maren Henle, Karen & 
John Higgins, Ann Holland & John Hall, 
Susie & Mark Horn, Walter Hubert & 
Mark Saltzman, Karen Jain, Missy & 
Paul Jennings, Ruth & JeremyJones, Joan 
& Rex Kaplan, Charles Kohlhase, John 
Labella, Patricia Lewin, Jay Lieske, Daniel 
Limonadi, Kathleen Linowski, Joanne & 
Ethan Lipsig, Stephen Lloyd, Raymond 
Maddocks, Joan Maguire, Mary 
Marasco, Dolores & Harvey Marsh, 
Marilee Marshall & Bruce Wright, Karen 
& Peter McAulay, Carolyn McBride, 
Susan McClymonds, Patricia McDonald, 
Beverly & Larry McReynolds, Robert 
Meade, Winkee Melton, Marilyn 
Morgan, Sarah Morrison, Sue Mossman, 
Lorraine Munsey, Janice & Timothy 
Munson, Elizabeth & Matthew Nakano, 
Rebecca Nasori, Charles Nearburg, 
Karin & Eugene Nelson, Pat & Samuel 
Nicholson, Janet Nippell, Cynthia Null, 
Mimi Paller, Cynthia Parenti, Susan & 
George Parker, Kay & Harley Pattison, 
Juana Pearce, Elizabeth Pomeroy, Nancy 
Power, Martin Ratliff, Carol Raymond, 
Julie Richards, Elizabeth Richardson, 
Victoria Rusnak, Joanne Sakamoto & 
Gary Lieskovsky, Loretta Savery & Alex 
Black, Leonard Schaustal, Lorraine & 
Lonnie Schield, Nayan Shah & Ken 
Foster, Alice Sheehy, Arnold Siegel, 
Tamara & Michael Silver, Specstacular 
Fine Eyewear, Janet Sporleder, Dana & 
Michael Stangel, Jody & Jon Stefansson, 
Ernie Strapazon, Pat & Don Thomas, 
SharonThompson, RobertTimmermann, 
Edwina Travis-Chin & Robert Miller, June 
Traweek, Judy & Brookes Treidler, Anne 
Tryba & John Hale, Lonee & Charles 
Urtuzuastegui, Audrey Vaughan, 
Vandana & Stephen Verma, Kayley 
Vernallis, Kathy & Jeff Vlaming, Nichola 
Walker, Sue & Seth Walworth, Sharon & 
William Weisman, Marilynne & Roger 
Wilander, James Williams, Judy & Randy 
Wilson, Phillip Wolf, Warren Wolfswinkel, 
Judy & Bill Woodmancy, Mary Yui, David 
Zimmerman 

community groups
Altadena Community Chest
Neighborhood Church of Pasadena
Pasadena Diggers Club
Pasadena Garden Club

corporate employee 
match donations 
Bank of America
Tesoro
Walt Disney Company

corporate grants
Disney Conservation Fund
Edison International
Patagonia
Metropolitan Water District

event underwriters
Craftsman Brewing Co.
Katie & Chris Poole

Thanks to 
our corporate 
sponsors

afc finances fye 2017

total income	  $ 511,209

p	 Bequest*	 40.45% 
p	 Individual donations	 29.34%
p	 Grants and Foundations	 24.32% 
p	 Foothills Society	 5.89%

* One-time donation

total expenses 	 $ 159,320

p	 Program	 74.90% 
p	 Land acquisition	 14.88% 
p	 Administration	 6.44%
p	 Fundraising	 3.78%

Th
an

ks
 to

 p
ho

to
gr

ap
he

rs
 D

en
is

 C
al

le
t, 

A
lth

ea
 E

dw
ar

ds
, T

im
 M

ar
tin

ez
 a

nd
 Jo

ha
nn

a 
Tu

rn
er

 fo
r t

he
 im

ag
es

 u
se

d 
in

 th
is

 re
po

rt
.


